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Bill Type and Number: Ordinance 2009-234
Sponsor: Council President at the request of the Mayor:
Date of Introduction: March 10, 2009
Committee(s) of Reference:  F; RCD
Date of Analysis: March 13, 2009
Type of Action: Appropriation; CIP Amendment
Bill Summary: This ordinance appropriates $100,000 ($50,000 in Artificial Reef Grant Funds received from the Florida Fish and Wildlife Conservation Commission and $50,000 from Reserves) to provide funding for the construction of an artificial reef off the coast of Duval County, as initiated by B.T. 09-090; provides a carryover of funds into Fiscal Year 2009-2010; amends the 2008-2013 Five-Year Capital Improvement Program, approved by Ordinance 2008-555-E, to include the project entitled “Artificial Reef’; approves and authorizes the Mayor and Corporation Secretary to execute and deliver the Grant Award Agreement and take further action to implement the purpose of this ordinance; and provides for City oversight by the Environmental and Compliance Department.
Background:  The fishing industry is a major proponent for the construction of artificial reefs; the reefs attract fish that, in turn, attract fisherman, both sports and commercial.  For years, the artificial reefs were operated by private fishing clubs.  When Jacksonville’s permits for the construction and maintenance of artificial reefs expired nearly a decade ago, concern was raised about the City’s liability for the reefs.  Having renewed permits for the artificial reefs from the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers, the City will be liable for the reefs but will rely on private fishing clubs to assist in the maintenance of the reefs.
Policy Impact: Environmental Compliance Department
Fiscal Impact:  This ordinance appropriates $100,000, half of which comes from a State grant, the other half from the City’s reserves account.
Analyst: Jackson
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